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ward to meet the king, joined the army near Edge-
hill, where the first battle was fought. She brought
the king three thousand foot, fifteen hundred horse
and dragoons, six pieces of cannon, fifteen hundred
barrels of powder, and twelve thousand small arms.

During this prosperity of the king's affairs, his
armies increased mightily in the western counties
also. Sir William Waller indeed commanded for
the parliament in those parts too, and particularly
in Dorsetshire, Hampshire, and Berkshire, where
he carried on their cause but too fast; but further
west, sir Nicholas Flamming., sir Ralph Hopton,
and sir Bevil Greenvil, had extended the king's
quarters from Cornwall through Devonshire, and
into Somersetshire, where they took Exeter, Barn-
staple, and Biddeford; and the first of these they
fortified very well, making it a place of arms for
the west, and afterwards it was the residence of the
queen.

At last the famous sir William Waller, and the
king's forces met, and came to a pitched battle,
where sir William lost all his honour again. This
was at Roundway-down, in Wiltshire. Waller had
engaged our Cornish army at Lansdown, and in a
very obstinate fight had the better of them, and
made them retreat to Devizes; sir William Hop-
ton, however, having a good body of foot untouch-
ed, sent expresses and messengers, one in the neck
of another, to the king for some horse, and the king
being in great concern for that army, who were
composed of the flower of the Cornish men, com-
manded me to march with all possible secrecy, as
well as expedition, with twelve hundred horse and
dragoons from Oxford, to join them, We set out
in the depth of the night, to avoid, if possible, any
intelligence being given of our route, and soon
joined with the Cornish army, when it was soon re-